BOSTON

in spite of the efforts of Archbishop Laud to impose uniformity.
Boston in America owes its name to the settlement there of
Cotton and his Boston congregation in Charles I's reign. It
is not surprising that in the Civil War we are told that ' the
whole body of that county stand very well affected to Parliament
and notwithstanding the King's warrants, the Cavaliers dared
not enter Boston'. Fairfax called Boston * the Key of the
Associated Counties' and Cromwell and his forces were enter-
tained there during their campaign of 1643. The iron rings
which are attached to the pillars in the church are a reminder
of its use by Cromwell as a cavalry stable.

The prosperity of Boston suffered a decline in the sixteenth
century. While the ports of the west of England were busy
with shipping setting sail for the New World and returning
with their rich cargoes, Boston was numbered among the
* decayed ports '. In the eighteenth century, however, the
draining of the Fens brought about a revival of the town, which
became the market for the shipment of grain to London and
the centre of an agricultural district. Defoe refers to the rich-
ness of the surrounding country, and Cobbet, writing in 1830,
gives a cheerful picture of c a very fine town; good houses,
good shops, pretty gardens about it, a fine open place, nearly
equal to that of Nottingham, in the middle of it a river and a
canal passing through it, each crossed by a handsome and sub-
stantial bridge, a fine market for sheep, cattle and pigs, and
another for meat butter and fish ; and being like Lynn a great
place for the export of corn and flour and having many fine
mills, it is altogether a town of very considerable importance ;
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